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D2 VISA | The residence visa for entrepreneurs

The D2 Visa, as it is commonly known, is a two stages process for non-EU citizens to obtain a

residence permit in Portugal.

In order to apply, the candidates to the Visa should set up a company or a start-up with
headquartered in the national territory and with relevant business purpose for the company, which

is why this visa is aimed at entrepreneurs who want to invest in Portugal and reside here.

As main benefits of this Visa, the applicants count with the right to live in Portugal and to freely
travel throughout the Schengen Area, the qualification for permanent residency or citizenship in

Portugal after five years, and the right to benefit from education andhealthcare.

Although the residency advantages are appealing, the applicants face some requirements. One of
those requirements is the accommodation in Portugal, which means that the applicants need to
prove that they have a place to stay — typically the applicants choose to buy, if they intend to live
full time in Portugal, or to rent a house; it is also mandatory to present a business plan for the

company with objectives, expected profits and markets,...

Although the residency advantages are appealing, the applicants face some requirements on the
time of stay. One of those requirements is the proof of accommodation, which means that the
applicants need to prove that they have a place to stay — typically the applicants choose to buy, if

they intend to live full time in Portugal, or to rent a house.

Also, once the applicants get the residency permit, they have to remain in the country for at least
16 months in the first 2 years and 28 months in the subsequent 3-year periods, that is they cannot
be absent from Portugal for more than 6 consecutive months or 8 interpolated months during
the validity of the residence permit. Nevertheless, these periods of absence can be exceeded
when previously justified to the Immigrations Services - travelling for personal, professional or

force majeure reasons.

As mentioned before, this a two stages process between a request for a visa at a Portuguese

Consulate, and request for a residence permit at the Immigration Services in Portugal.

Visa request at the Portuguese Consulate

The applicants should apply to a visa at the Portuguese Consulate of his/her residency. This
application requires the previous booking of an appointment at Consulate, and an in-person

delivery of the required documents is mandatory.
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Residency permit-- Immigration Services (AIMA) in Portugal

After receiving the Visa, which is valid for a period of 4 months, the applicant has to come to
Portugal to attend the appointment next to the Portuguese Immigration Services. This appointment
is either automatically provided by the Consulate, or requested by the applicant, being necessarily

between the 4 months of validity of the Visa. The Visa is only valid for 2 entries in Portugal.

When approved, the residence permit will be valid for 2 years and then renewed for 3 years. After
5 years of temporary residence, it is possible to apply for permanent residence valid for periods
of 5 years, or the applicant may opt for Portuguese nationality, as long as he meets the legal

requirements, since Portugal allows a citizen to have more than one nationality.

Fees

The applicant will have to support the administrative fees to be paid to the Consulate and the

Portuguese Immigration Services:
a) Analysis fee for/per application at the Consulate: €90,00;
b) Fee for/per temporary residence card at the Portuguese Immigration Services: €177,40

c) Fee for/per renewal at the Portuguese Immigration Services: €177,40
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D7 VISA | The residence visa for retirement purposes,

religious causes and people living on their own income

The D7 Visa, as it is commonly known, is a two stages process for non-EU citizens to obtain a

residence permit in Portugal.

In order to apply, the candidates to the Visa should be pensioners, religious or living on their own
income. Which means that this type of Visa is the solution for those who intend to enjoy their

retirement in Portugal, to practice their cult among their religious community.

As it is now clear, this type of visa, besides the religious purposes, aims to increase and attract

foreign capital, by requiring from the applicants a source of income from a foreign country.

As main benefits of this Visa, the applicants count with the right to live in Portugal and to freely
travel throughout the Schengen Area, the qualification for permanent residency or citizenship in

Portugal after five years, and the right to benefit from education and healthcare.

Although the residency advantages are appealing, the applicants face some requirements on the
time of stay. One of those requirements is the proof of accommodation, which means that the
applicants need to prove that they have a place to stay — typically the applicants choose to buy, if

they intend to live full time in Portugal, or to rent a house.

Also, once the applicants get the residency permit, they have to remain in the country for at least
16 months in the first 2 years and 28 months in the subsequent 3-year periods, that is they cannot
be absent from Portugal for more than 6 consecutive months or 8 interpolated months during
the validity of the residence permit. Nevertheless, these periods of absence can be exceeded
when previously justified to the Immigrations Services - travelling for personal, professional or

force majeure reasons.

As mentioned before, this a two stages process between a request for a visa at a Portuguese

Consulate, and request for a residence permit at the Immigration Services in Portugal.

Visa request at the Portuguese Consulate

The applicants should apply to a visa at the Portuguese Consulate of his/her residency. This
application requires the previous booking of an appointment at Consulate, and an in-person

delivery of the required documents is mandatory.
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Residency permit - Immigration Services (AIMA) in Portugal

After receiving the Visa, which is valid for a period of 4 months, the applicant has to come to
Portugal to attend the appointment next to the Portuguese Immigration Services. This appointment
is either provided by the Consulate, or requested by the applicant, being necessarily between the 4

months of validity of the Visa. The Visa is only valid for 2 entries in Portugal.

When approved, the residence permit will be valid for 2 years terms and then renewed for 3 years.
After 5 years of temporary residency, it is possible to apply for permanent residency and the
renewal is every 5 years, or the applicant can opt for Portuguese citizenship, since Portugal allows

dual citizenship.

Fees

The applicant will have to support the administrative fees to be paid to the Consulate and the

Portuguese Immigration Services:
a) Analysis fee for/per application at the Consulate: €90,00;
b) Fee for/per temporary residence card at the Portuguese Immigration Services: €177,40

c) Fee for/per renewal at the Portuguese Immigration Services: €177,40
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Tiago Leal | Senior Associate | tiago.leal@pra.pt

Edna Morais | Associate | edna.morais@pra.pt
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DIGITAL NOMAD VISA | The residence visa for remote

workers

The Digital Nomad Visa is a two stages process for non-EU citizens to obtain a residence permit

in Portugal.

In order to apply, the candidates to the Visa should be remote workers (employees or freelancers),
receiving a minimum monthly salary of €3.480,00, which means that this type of Visa is the

solution for those who intend to freely travel across Portugal while working remotely.

This type of visa requires applicants who work remotely for entities located in other jurisdictions

must pay Social Security contributions in Portugal.

As main benefits of this Visa, the applicants count with the right to live in Portugal and to freely
travel throughout the Schengen Area, the qualification for permanent residency or citizenship in

Portugal after five years, and the right to benefit from education and healthcare.

Also, once the applicants get the residency permit, they have to remain in the country for at least
16 months in the first 2 years and 28 months in the subsequent 3-year periods, that is they cannot
be absent from Portugal for more than 6 consecutive months or 8 interpolated months during
the validity of the residence permit. Nevertheless, these periods of absence can be exceeded
when previously justified to the Immigrations Services - travelling for personal, professional or

force majeure reasons.

This type of visa process has two phases, namely request for a visa at the Portuguese Consulate

and, then, convert the visa into a residence permit at the Immigration Services in Portugal.

Visa request at the Portuguese Consulate

The applicants should apply to a visa at the Portuguese Consulate of his/her residency or country

of origin. As arule, the visa application is made in person through the schedule of an appointment.
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Residency permit - Immigration Services (AIMA) in Portugal

After the approval of the visa which is valid for 4 months and allows you to enter in Portugal
twice within that period of time. During the 4 months period of validity of the visa, the Applicant
can travel to Portugal at any time where you will have an appointment at the Immigration Services
in Portugal to convert the visa into a residence card which is either provided by the Consulate, or

requested by the applicant.

When approved, the residence permit will be valid for 2 years, renewable for 3 years.

After completing 5 years of legal residency in Portugal, it is possible to apply for permanent
residence valid for successive periods of 5 years or for the Portuguese nationality, as Portugal
allows a citizen to have more than one nationality - in either case it is essential to demonstrate

proof of knowledge of the Portuguese language.

Fees

The applicant will have to support the administrative fees to be paid to the Consulate and the

Portuguese Immigration Services:
a) Analysis fee for/per application at the Consulate: €90,00;
b) Fee for/per temporary residence card at the Portuguese Immigration Services: €177,40

c) Fee for/per renewal at the Portuguese Immigration Services: €177,40
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Golden visa | The investor’s choice Residence Permit for & Associados

investment activities in Portugal

The Golden Visa Programme was designed in 2012 as a simplified residence permit process for investors
from non-EU countries, aiming to increase and attract foreign capital. By investing in Portugal, the holders
of a Golden Visa not only can include their families in the simplified process, but are also entitled to live

and work in Portugal and to freely travel within the Schengen area.

As from October 71, 2023, the program has been subject to several changes introduced by Law no. 56/2023,
of October 6", also designated as “Mais Habita¢do” law, which ended with the possibility of investing in

two modalities: real estate investment and capital transfer of 1.5M.

Therefore, and as it is now clear, the program has not ended being possible for foreign citizens to still invest
in Portugal and apply for a Golden Visa, but based on other modalities that continue to be legally admissible

for this purpose.

Concerning the Golden Visa applicants’ personal documents, it is necessary to present a valid Passport and
submit a criminal record certificate issued by the competent authorities from the applicant’s country of

citizenship and from the country where he or she had its last residence for a period of more than year.

Assuming that the Investor and his/her family members comply and maintain all required investment
requirements, after completing 5 years of legal residence in Portugal, they can request a permanent residence
or apply for Portuguese citizenship after 5 years of legal reside in Portugal - Portuguese Law allows dual

citizenship.
However, the investor may renew the residence permit for as long as intends to, which is valid for periods
of 2 years, renewable for the same period of time. As for the minimum periods of stay in Portugal, the

Investor and family members you must comply with the stay in Portugal of, at least, 7 days on the 1% year

and 14 days, consecutive or interpolated, in subsequent 2-year periods.

In light of the above, as from October 7%, the investors may opt for the following investments:

v Capital transfer of €500.000,00 (five hundred thousand euros) in research activities developed

by public or private scientific research institutions, integrated in the national scientific and

technological system.

v Capital transfer of €500.000.00 (five hundred thousand euros) for the acquisition of parts of

non-real estate collective investment, which must be constituted under Portuguese legislation,

whose maturity, at the time of investment, must be, at least, of 5 (five) years and 60% (sixty percent)
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of the value of investments must be made in commercial companies based in national territory.

v'  Capital transfer of €500.000,00 (five hundred thousand euros) for the incorporation of a

commercial company with registered office in the national territory, combined with the creation

of, at least, 5 permanent jobs for a minimum period of three years.

v Capital transfer of €500.000,00 (five hundred thousand euros) for the increase of the share

capital of a commercial company with registered office in the national territory, combined with

the creation of, at least, 5 permanent jobs or with the maintenance of, at least, 10 (ten) jobs!, with a

minimum of 5 (five) permanent jobs, for a minimum period of three years.

v' Capital transfer of €250.000,00 (two hundred and fifty thousand) for invest or support artistic

productions, recovery and maintenance of national cultural heritage through local and central

public institutions, public companies, public foundations, public interest private foundations, inter-
municipal entities, organizations who are part of the local administrative sector, municipal
associations and cultural public associations, who are in engaged in the artistic production, recovery

and maintenance of the national cultural heritage.

v Creation of, at least, 10 job positions based on contracts open-ended or of indefinite duration, with

10 employees residing in Portugal.

All investments presented here must be maintained for a minimum period of 5 years, which begin to be

counted on the date of issuance of the 1% residence card.

Besides the amount associated with the investment, the Investor and family members will also have to bear
the following administrative costs due to the Portuguese Immigration Services:
1. Analysis fee for applicant: €773,74
Fee to be paid after approval of the investor’s application: €7.730,11;
Fee to be paid after approval of each family member of the investor: €7.730,11;

2

3

4. Fee to be paid for the renewal of the investor’s application: €3.865,79;

5. Fee to be paid for the renewal of each family member of the investor: € 3.865,79;
6

Fee to be paid for the permanent residence of the investor and family member: €10.822,14.

Tiago Fiuza | Partner | tiago.fiuza@pra.pt
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Golden visa | Support for Culture in Portugal

The Residence Permit for Investment Activity (ARI), commonly known as Golden Visa, allows

nationals of third countries to obtain a residence permit for Portugal.

The Golden Visa through investment in the cultural sector is currently the most accessible option

in terms of cost, compared to other available investment alternatives.

This investment modality in the cultural sector involves capital transfer of an amount equal to or
greater than €250.000,00 (two hundred and fifty thousand euros), which may be reduced by 20%,
which gives an investment of 200.000,00 (two hundred thousand euros), when the investment
activity takes place in low-density areas. The funds must be mandatorily applied to investment or

support for artistic production, or recovery or maintenance of national cultural heritage.

Although this type of visa does not specifically aim for direct financial returns, investors may be-
nefit from indirect advantages, which vary depending on each eligible project, such as privileged
access to cultural events, participation in the activities of the management entities of the projects,

as well as the personal satisfaction of promoting culture.

There is an approved list of cultural projects for investment, reviewed monthly, in which benefi-
ciaries are entities validated by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports. Investors may also sub-
mit their own projects they wish to see funded in the areas of artistic production or in the recovery
or maintenance of national cultural heritage, for approval and inclusion for the purposes of attrac-

ting investment — in these cases, firstly, the project must be presented to the competent authorities.

Two pathways for the same purpose:
i. Investment or support for artistic production (Visual Arts, Ballet, Cinema, Literature/
Books, Heritage, Theatre, and others)

ii. Restoration or maintenance of national cultural heritage

Benefits include:
* Freely travel within the Schengen Area;
» The right to live, work, and study in Portugal;
+ FEligibility to apply for permanent residence or Portuguese citizenship after five years of
legal residence, as long as the investor and family members achieve level A2 of Portuguese;
» Each residence card is valid for 2 years, renewable for equal periods of 2 years;
* Minimum periods of stay in Portugal (applicable to the investor and family members): 7
days on the 1st year and 14 days, consecutive or interpolated, in subsequent 2-year period;

» Extendable to family members through the Family reunification route.
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We can assist in all stages of the investment process if you wish to proceed with a Golden Visa
application through Culture, or if you have an artistic production project that could be eligible for

this purpose.

Golden Visa Application Process:

Phase 1 — Support in selecting the project to be invested in and collecting the necessary documen-

tation;

Phase 2 — Submission of the Golden Visa application with all documentation related to the inves-
tor and the investment. At this stage, the investor must pay the administrative processing fee of

€773.74 per person;

Phase 3 — The process is evaluated by the competent authorities (AIMA). Then, pre-approval is

then issued online, allowing us to schedule an interview with the Immigration Services (AIMA);

Phase 4 — Appointment in-person at AIMA in order to submit, once again, all updated documen-
tation related to the investment and the investor, and collect investor’s biometric data, where the
investor will have to pay the administrative fees for the issuance of the card in the amount of

€6.045,20 per person;

Phase 5 — The submitted process will be again reviewed and approved which will generate and

issue the residence card.

The above process is also applicable for the family members, including family members’ process

can be submitted immediately after the investor’s.

For guidance on submitting projects, please contact us.

The information provided in this brochure is current as of October 22, 2025.



EVORA

evora@pra.pt
T +351 266 096 600 F +351 266 096 601

FARO

faro@pra.pt
T+351 289 100 233 F +351 289 094 400

FUNCHAL

funchal@pra.pt
T+351291 204 300 F +351 291 204 309

LEIRIA

leiria@pra.pt
T +351 244 095 615 F +351 213 882 635

LISBOA

lisboa@pra.pt
T+351 213 714 940 F +351 213 882 635

PONTA DELGADA

pdelgada@pra.pt
T +351296 288 352 F +351 296 288 352

PORTO

porto@pra.pt
T +351223 715485 F +351 223 723 285

VISEU

viseu@pra.pt
T+351213 714940 F +351 213 882 635

You can subscribe our newsletter here
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